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therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows." 1 " Who-
soever, therefore," continued he, "shall confess me before men
him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.
But whosoe\er shall deny me before men, him will I also deny
before my Father which is in heaven/'2

In these fits of severity he went so far as to abolish all natural ties.
His requirements had no longer any bounds. Despising the healthy
limits of man's nature, he demanded that he should exist only for
him, that he should love him alone. '' If any man come to me,"
said he, " and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and chil-
dren, and brethren, and sisters, and his own life also, he cannot
be my disciple.' 3 " So likewise, whosoever he be of you that for-
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple."4 There
was, at such times, something strange and more than human in
his words; they were like a fire utterly consuming life, and
.reducing everything to a frightful wilderness. The harsh and
gloomy feeling of distaste for the woild, and of excessive self-abne-
gation which characterises Christian perfection, was originated,
not by the refined and cheerful moralist of earlier days, but by the
sombre giant whom a kind of grand presentiment was withdraw-
1 ing, more and more, out of the pale of humanity. "We should
almost say that, in these moments of conflict with the most
legitimate cravings of the heart, Jesus had forgotten the pleasure
of living, of loving, of seeing, and of feeling. Employing still
more unmeasured language, he even said, " If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself and follow me He that loveth
father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me; and he
that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
He that findeth his life, shall lose it, and he that loseth his life for
my sake and the gospel's, shall find it. What is a man profited
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? "5 Two
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